THE LIBRARY OF Tills BRITISH   MUSMUM
other, iiut it is with the books, manuscripts and written documents
alone that we are here concerned.
The latter half of the fifteenth and the sixteenth century saw the
foundation and the refoundation or development of libraries through-
out the more advanced parts of Western Europe, in answer, as it were,
to the ferment of new knowledge and new criticisms of the old which
took triple form as the Renaissance,the Reformation and the Countcr-
Rcformation. After the return from Avignon Popes Nicholas V
(enriched by the alms of the Jubilee year, 14^0), Sixtus IV, Leo X
and Sixtus V, gathered a new and splendid Papal Library in the
Vatican; Francis I of France, a great patron of the new scholarship,
issued in 1527 the first decree (the Ordonnance do Montpellier)
ordering a copy of every book published in France to be sent to his
Library at Blois, and appointed Guillaume Rude, the greatest classic
of the time, as his Librarian; the Medici family, and notably Loivir/,o
the Magnificent and Pope Let) X, regarded the Bibliotecu JYIedimv-
Liurenziana as one of the most precious possessions of their house,
and0finally opened it to the public in I ^7 r; Albert V of Bavaria, with
the help of the wealth and culture of the merchant prince of Augsburg,
Johann Jakob Fugger, founded the Court, now the State, Library of
Bavaria at Munich in 1561; the Emperor Maximilian t and still
more Ferdinand I (1503-64) created that of Vienna; Philip II of
Spain that of the Escorial in 1576; Julius Duke-of Brunswick and
Liineburg the Wolfenbuttel Library (1572); while the libraries of
universities were either, like that of the Jagiellonska at Cracow,
vastly developed by the acquisition of manuscripts, x>r were refounded,
as was Oxford's by Sir Thomas Bodley in 1603,
In Italy and the neighbouring countries the chief quarry of the
Renaissance collectors was the classical literature of Greece and
Rome, of which manuscripts wcr6 being discovered in monasteries
and elsewhere, and which more and more men were able and eager
to read. Some of these, mostly Latin, came from Northern monas-
teries such as Fulda and Corvey, where they were found by a tribe of
hunters, headed by Poggio Bracciolini; but few remained, and few
want, north of the Alps, except to Paris and Munich; most of the
classical Greek texts (being in fact the most ancient known) pos-
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